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Upcoming Events

● January 13, 2015:   Speaker: Dave 
Prusak, ASCE Region 8 Governor

● February 9, 2016: Alaska Professional 
Design Council Luncheon: Location TBA

● February 21-27, 2016 Discover Engineers 
Week 

● February 27, 2016 Engineers Week 
Banquet

Contact Sam Kito or Justin 
Kanouse to submit ideas 
for luncheon Speakers
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January Menu
Lunch Buffet

Catering by Abby’s 
Kitchen

Curry Braised Pork 
Masala

Cumin and Cilantro 
Rice

Cucumber Raita
&

Fresh Green Salad



Dear Alaska Capital Engineers,
 

Happy New Year everyone!   Looking back over the past year, we have seen many changes, some expected and some unexpected.  We have had some transitions 
on our ASCE Juneau Branch Board, and are thankful for those who have served our board and moved on, or had to step down, as well as for those who have 
stepped up to help out.  We have learned a lot at our luncheon meetings, hearing from engineers, designers and contractors about projects in our area and beyond.
 

As we enter 2016, we have a lot to look forward to.   At our January meeting, ASCE Region 8 Governor, David Prusak, will be providing us with an update on ASCE 
news and activities from Region 8.  In February we will be combining our meeting with the Alaska Professional Design Council’s annual fly-in (look for details in our 
February newsletter), and we will participate in Discover-E week with classroom visits and other activities celebrating the profession of engineering.  We will also 
have our annual banquet on Saturday, February 27th. 
 

We are still accepting nominations for Engineer of the Year and Project of the Year.  You can contact me or any one of our Board members for nomination forms or 
information.
 
In addition to my ASCE Juneau Branch responsibilities, I have been invited to participate in the National ASCE Infrastructure Report Card process, and am serving 
on the Schools and Parks committees.  We have had our first meeting, and have regular teleconferences as we work our way through the process.  We will be having 
our second in-person meeting in conjunction with the annual ASCE Fly-in taking place in Washington D.C. in March. 
 

ASCE activities provide a great opportunity to learn and network with engineers in Juneau, in Alaska, and around the country.  I encourage everyone to participate at 
some level in these activities or events. 
 

As always, our monthly meetings qualify for Professional Development Hour credit, and certificates will be sent to those engineers who sign up to receive them.
 

I look forward to seeing everyone at our January meeting.
 

Sincerely,
 

Sam Kito III, P.E., M.ASCE
President, ASCE Juneau Branch

President’s Message



DiscoverE Engineers Week
Engineers Week is quickly approaching and will take place February 21-27.  This is a great chance to celebrate our 

profession and its role in our world. It is important to take time on this week to be advocates for our profession by showing 
our passion for it more publicly. For the purpose of public outreach, we are working to publish an insert in Capital City 
Weekly and to have engineers visit science and math classes at local schools. The ASCE Board is looking for volunteers to 
visit classrooms in Juneau. Powerpoints and classroom activities for students are available through ASCE and DiscoverE 
to assist in preparing. We very much encourage members to volunteer. It is a great chance to bring engineering to life for 
the young students in Juneau. Contact a board member or local schools to help get in direct contact with teachers. 

Other Notes for Engineering week
- Engineer of the Year Award and Project on the Year Award nominations are due to Sam Kito by January 18th
- Engineers week banquet will take place on Saturday, February 27th. Tickets and more information will become 

available by February. 

http://www.discovere.org/our-programs/engineers-week
http://www.discovere.org/our-programs/engineers-week
http://www.asce.org/
http://www.discovere.org/our-programs/engineers-week


On the Road for ‘Dream Big,’ IMAX Director 
MacGillivray Excited About Movie December 16, 2015

ASCE’s 2016 OPAL Award Recipients Span 
Engineering Excellence December 2, 2015

News Briefs

Now@ASCE – A Video Roundup of What’s 
Happening at ASCE December 18, 2015

Discover Engineers Week February 21-27
New ASTM Standards Aim to Help With Building 
Facade Inspections Including Drone Use January, 05 2016

Seattle Tunnel Partners begins backfilling TBM 
access pit  December 23, 2015

A Challenge for the Profession, December 4, 2015
Follow the links below to learn more about the 
condition of America’s Infrastructure.  The 
Infrastructure Report Card Process has begun with 
an anticipated release of an updated report in 
2017.

Failure to Act reports 
Report Card on America’s Infrastructure

http://blogs.asce.org/on-the-road-for-dream-big-imax-director-macgillivray-excited-about-movie/
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http://blogs.asce.org/on-the-road-for-dream-big-imax-director-macgillivray-excited-about-movie/
http://blogs.asce.org/on-the-road-for-dream-big-imax-director-macgillivray-excited-about-movie/
http://blogs.asce.org/asces-2016-opal-award-recipients-span-engineering-excellence/
http://blogs.asce.org/asces-2016-opal-award-recipients-span-engineering-excellence/
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http://blogs.asce.org/asces-2016-opal-award-recipients-span-engineering-excellence/
http://blogs.asce.org/nowasce-a-video-roundup-of-whats-happening-at-asce/
http://blogs.asce.org/nowasce-a-video-roundup-of-whats-happening-at-asce/
http://blogs.asce.org/nowasce-a-video-roundup-of-whats-happening-at-asce/
http://blogs.asce.org/nowasce-a-video-roundup-of-whats-happening-at-asce/
http://blogs.asce.org/nowasce-a-video-roundup-of-whats-happening-at-asce/
http://www.discovere.org/our-programs/engineers-week
http://www.discovere.org/our-programs/engineers-week
http://www.discovere.org/our-programs/engineers-week
http://www.discovere.org/our-programs/engineers-week
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http://cenews.com/post/7971/new-astm-standards-aim-to-help-with-building-facade-inspections-including-drone-use
http://cenews.com/post/7971/new-astm-standards-aim-to-help-with-building-facade-inspections-including-drone-use
http://cenews.com/post/7971/new-astm-standards-aim-to-help-with-building-facade-inspections-including-drone-use
http://cenews.com/post/7971/new-astm-standards-aim-to-help-with-building-facade-inspections-including-drone-use
http://cenews.com/post/7926/seattle-tunnel-partners-begins-backfilling-tbm-access-pit
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http://cenews.com/post/7926/seattle-tunnel-partners-begins-backfilling-tbm-access-pit
http://cenews.com/post/7926/seattle-tunnel-partners-begins-backfilling-tbm-access-pit
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http://blogs.asce.org/a-challenge-for-the-profession/
http://blogs.asce.org/a-challenge-for-the-profession/
http://www.asce.org/failure_to_act_economic_studies/
http://www.asce.org/failure_to_act_economic_studies/
http://www.infrastructurereportcard.org/a/#p/home
http://www.infrastructurereportcard.org/a/#p/home


R&M Engineering Joins Forces with PDC Inc. Engineers 

Juneau, AK – January 1, 2016 – This new year brings exciting news!  PDC Inc. 
Engineers (PDC) announces it has joined forces with R&M Engineering Inc. located 
in Juneau, Alaska (R&M Juneau).  R&M Juneau is a 17-person firm that offers civil, 
structural, and geotechnical engineering; as well as survey, special inspections, and 
materials testing (soils, concrete, and asphalt pavement). Michael Story and Mark 
Pusich will maintain their leadership positions as Principals and all other staff will 
continue in their same capacity

Mike Story, Structural Principal who will continue to manage the Juneau office said 
“By joining forces, R&M Juneau’s clients will have the benefit of PDC’s additional 
capabilities with mechanical, electrical, fire protection, and environmental 
engineering; commissioning; sustainability; and planning/GIS. This is in addition to 
substantially increasing staff capacity in our traditional disciplines of civil and 
structural engineering, as well as land survey.  PDC airport planning and design, 
along with their urban transportation expertise will also be an added benefit for our 
Southeast clients and teaming partners.”  

Click here for the full article



Mendenhall Wastewater Treatment Plant 
Tours

The CBJ Department of Public Works is 
pleased to announce that the Mendenhall 
Wastewater Treatment Plant is open to the 
public for tours every Wednesday from 2:00 
to 3:00 PM.

Tours are free of charge, and will cover 
how the treatment plan operates, updates 
and improvements to the system, and the 
unique challenges of treating wastewater in 
Juneau.

For more information or to schedule a 
tour, contact the CBJ Wastewater Utility at 
586-0393.







ASCE

President - Sam Kito III, PE
Vice President - Justin Kanouse, EIT
Treasurer - Matt McGuan, PE
Secretary - Brian Ribbans, EIT
Past President - Carl Uchytil, PE
Emeritus - Loren Rasmussen, PE

Special Committees
DiscoverE Week - Please Volunteer
Halibut Feed - Please Volunteer

ASPE - Alaska Society Contacts

Past President - John Pekar, PE
President - Brad Fristoe, PE
President Elect - Angela Smith, PE
Secretary - Jordan Martin, EIT
Treasurer - Soo Choi, PE
NSPE House of Delegates - Michael Dean, PE
Anchorage Chapter Director - Jeanne Bowie, PE
Fairbanks Chapter Director - Frank Wuttig, PE
Juneau Chapter Director - Darrell Weatherall, PE

2015-2016 Alaska Capital Engineers Officers

Membership and Renewal
Thank you for your continued membership and support for ASCE and NSPE.  Our professional 
organizations provide a great opportunity to network with other members of the engineering 
profession.  Select the links below for society membership information.
ASCE Membership Information
NSPE Membership Information

TO SUPPORT 
ALASKA CAPITAL 

ENGINEERS, 
CONSIDER 

NEWSLETTER 
SPONSORSHIP.  
CONTACT SAM 

KITO FOR MORE 
INFORMATION.

http://www.asce.org/membership-communities/
http://www.asce.org/membership-communities/
http://www.nspe.org/membership/join-now
http://www.nspe.org/membership/join-now


Juneau, AK – January 1, 2016 – This new year brings exciting news!  PDC Inc. Engineers (PDC) announces it has joined forces with R&M Engineering Inc. located in Juneau, Alaska (R&M 
Juneau).  R&M Juneau is a 17-person firm that offers civil, structural, and geotechnical engineering; as well as survey, special inspections, and materials testing (soils, concrete, and asphalt 
pavement). Michael Story and Mark Pusich will maintain their leadership positions as Principals and all other staff will continue in their same capacity

Mike Story, Structural Principal who will continue to manage the Juneau office said “By joining forces, R&M Juneau’s clients will have the benefit of PDC’s additional capabilities with 
mechanical, electrical, fire protection, and environmental engineering; commissioning; sustainability; and planning/GIS. This is in addition to substantially increasing staff capacity in our 
traditional disciplines of civil and structural engineering, as well as land survey.  PDC airport planning and design, along with their urban transportation expertise will also be an added benefit for 
our Southeast clients and teaming partners.” 

Royce Conlon, PDC’s President said, “Southeast Alaska’s diversity of clients, project types, and market sectors fits well with PDC’s multi-discipline engineering capabilities. Our clients will 
benefit from R&M’s experienced staff, geographic location, as well as adding R&M Juneau’s capabilities in geotechnical engineering, materials testing (soils, concrete, and asphalt pavement), 
and special inspection services.  This new location will help strengthen our existing relationships and help support the infrastructure needs of all of the communities located in Southeast Alaska.”

“Additionally, PDC’s transportation group has considerable airport and utilities experience to augment R&M's Southeast experience in these sectors.  Our staff also brings their considerable 
street and highway experience for many similarly-sized communities as Juneau.”  Conlon added.

Story said “Since 1969, R&M Juneau has provided its clients with comprehensive services from its office located at 6205 Glacier Highway.  All of our 17 staff members are staying on in their 
same roles and we anticipate a seamless integration of the firms.  Our office space will accommodate additional staff as the firm continues to grow.”

Conlon added “Planning and design is about serving communities, not just producing construction documents. Service is best provided when we have an in-depth knowledge of our clients and 
their challenges.  This kind of knowledge isn’t acquired from a distance, and together the R&M Juneau and PDC integration will provide our client’s with local knowledge leveraged with a full 
service, multi-disciplined one-stop shop.  By adding additional staff capacity and services, this will be a “win-win” for both our clients and our staff.”

Mark Pusich, Civil Principal in the Juneau office said “Our two firms have a long history of teaming together and will continue to build on our solid working relationship to benefit our clients.  Over 
the past two years alone, we have jointly completed design and construction administration services for several notable projects. 

Pusich added “Joint project experience includes the recently constructed UAS Freshmen Dormitory; the Walter Sobolef Center (aka the Sealaska Heritage Institute Southeast Alaska Native 
Cultural and Visitor’s Center); as well as the U.S. Forest Service’s Pacific Northwest Research Station, Juneau Forestry Sciences Lab (completed as a design/build project).”

In addition to its’ new Juneau office, PDC also has offices in Anchorage, Fairbanks, Palmer, and Soldotna.  To learn more about this 100-percent employee-owned, award winning firm, please 
visit www.pdceng.com

http://www.pdceng.com/
http://www.pdceng.com/

